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Romancisation worldwide'

Thomas Stolz

1. Introduction

The Romance phylum boasts a long and variegated history of language
contacts which presumably began long before the oaths of Strasbourg were
taken in AD 842°. In Europe, an extended border of several thousand kilo-
metres not only separates, but also brings together Romance languages and
members of the Celtic, Germanic, and Slavic phyla. Albanian, Greek and
non-Indo-European languages such as Hungarian (Uralic), Maltese (Afro-
Asiatic) and the genetic isolate Basque have been involved in rather inten-
sive contacts with various Romance languages. In addition to these neigh-
bourhood relations on European soil, there are also long standing contacts
across the Mediterranean Sea in which the Afro-Asiatic languages of the
Semitic and Hamitic phyla participate. Romance languages are involved in
various Sprachbiinde: French, together with Dutch and German, belongs to
the core of the SAE (Standard Average European) languages, the so-called
Charlemagne Sprachbund. The other Romance languages outside the Bal-
kans are also bona fide SAE languages (Haspelmath 2001). Rumanian
however joins its non-Romance neighbours Bulgarian, Macedonian, Alba-
nian and Greek in the Balkan Sprachbund (Sandfeld 1968). Practically all
members of the Romance phylum partake in the Mediterranean Sprach-
bund, which is comprised of all Circum-Mediterranean languages and some
other languages of the immediate hinterland (Ramat and Stolz 2002). From
the 15" century onwards, four major Romance languages — Portuguese,
Spanish, French, and relatively late, Italian — diffused into their respective
sones of influence overseas during the first era of colonialism. Contact was
made with indigenous languages in Africa, the Americas, South to East
Asia and Oceania. Sometimes the Romance languages were affected by the
adstratal, substratal and/or superstratal impact of their contact partners and
through this distinct local varieties of Romance have developed.” Moreover,
in various places, new languages arose from the contact between Romance-
speaking colonisers and speakers of non-European languages. Today, the
number of Creole languages with a predominantly or partially Romance
lexicon is impressive. Romance languages have also contributed substan-

































